Forensic inference from genetic markers.
This review provides an overview of forensic inference from genetic markers. Because the judge and jurors are charged with decision-making, the forensic expert's job is to provide a useful summary of the evidence to the court. Hence, this review focuses on the likelihood ratio as a means of summarizing the genetic data for either criminal or civil cases. The properties of the genetic markers frequently used in today's court cases, those being VNTR loci, are discussed in detail. Unlike traditional markers, the data from VNTR loci are complicated because current molecular methods generate data that follow a finite mixture distribution. Critical ancillary issues are also covered, though not in detail.